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The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following developments in world agriculture and trade. 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE 


U.S. agricultural export volume for September totaled 11.2 million 
metric tons, up 29 percent from 8.7 million tons exported during September 
1986 and up 12 percent from August 1987. Strong soybean and corn sales 
accounted for much of the year-to-year increase. However, as in previous 
months, significant increases also were registered in exports of raw cotton 
and such high-value products as poultry meat, almonds, grapes and red meats. 
September's agricultural export value totaled $2.33 billion, up 22 percent 
from September 1986 and up 9 percent from August's levels. 


Fiscal 1987 export volume totaled 129.2 million tons, an increase of 
18 percent from fiscal 1986. Grain exports, which accounted for most of the 
volume increase, were spurred by lower U.S. prices, reduced competitor 
supplies and the Export Enhancement Program. As a consequence, the U.S. share 
of world grain trade increased to 36 percent--up from 31 percent last year. 
Significant volume gains also were registered in cotton (160 percent), dried 
beans (45 percent), poultry meat (42 percent), alcoholic beverages (38 
percent), citrus fruit juices (30 percent), corn (27 percent), grain sorghum 
(24 percent), soybean meal (22 percent), feed and fodders (22 percent) and red 
meats (20 meats). 


Export value for fiscal 1987 totaled $27.9 billion, up $1.5 billion 
from 1986. Lower prices for major grain products offset some of the strong 
volume gains and held the year-to-year increase in total export value to a 
modest 6 percent. Major markets registering significant increases in U.S. 
export value were: European Community--up $334 million (5 percent); Japan-- 
up $418 million (8 percent); Canada--up $315 million (22 percent); and South 
Korea--up $416 million (33 percent). In fact, 13 of the U.S. top 20 ‘markets 
showed gains of 5 percent or more over fiscal 1986. <= c_ 
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Imports for September totaled $1.58 billion, down 2 ee 


September 1986. September's figures brought the fiscal 1987 agricultural > pane ae - 
import totals to $20.6 billion--down 1 percent from last year. a a2 pay 
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SALLY KLUSARITZ, Editor, Tel. (202) 447-3448. Additional eopies may 
be obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5922-S, Washington, D.C. 
20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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September's competitive imports were valued at $1.08 billion--up 9 
percent from September of last year. For the entire fiscal year, competitive 
imports totaled a record $13.9 billion, up 6 percent from 1986. Competitive 
imports have risen slowly but steadily over the last five years, and now 
comprise 67 percent of total imports--up from 62 percent in 1986. 


Some significant increases in competitive imports in 1987 were beef 
and veal--up $300 million (26 percent), pork--up $226 million (25 percent), 
furskins--up $97 million (75 percent) and alcoholic beverages--up $61 million 
(3 percent). 


Noncompetitive agricultural imports totaled $495 million in 
September--down 19 percent from September 1986. (Noncompetitive products are 
items such as bananas and plantains, coffee, cocoa, rubber and allied gums, 
spices and tea.) For fiscal 1987, noncompetitive imports totaled $6.79 
billion--down 14 percent from fiscal 1986. Most of the decline was due to a 
$1.2 billion drop in coffee imports, the result of sharply lower world prices. 


The September agricultural trade surplus was $757 million, up $158 
million from August, and the 14th consecutive month the United States has run 
a surplus. September's performance brings the fiscal 1987 trade surplus to 
$7.2 billion, up $1.8 billion from the $5.4 billion level of 1986. 


U.S. Agricultural Trade 
(Billion dollars) 


------- FISCAL YEAR---—-- 

1986 1987 Percent 

Actual Actual Change 
Exports 26.3 ITs) 5.8 
Imports 20.9 20.7 1.4 
Trade a4 7Te2 ~-- 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 





WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250 FIRST-CLASS MAIL 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 
_ USDA-FAS 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS WASHINGTON, D.C. 


PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300 PERMIT No. G-262 





tf your eddress should be changed _ PRINT 





TYPE the new address, including ZIP CODE end <O7O0SUNES 1 O001 
im the whole sheet end/or envelope to: 
ghar WARY I I fo 
FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 5918 So. CTIGN 
U.& Depertment of Agricutture IGRE AVE #112 
Washington, 0.C. 20250 MO 20705- 
U.S. AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS FROM ALL SOURCES 
OCTOBER 1985 - SEPTEMBER 1987 
CUMULATIVE TO DATE CURRENT MONTH (SEPTEMBER) 
COMMODITIES LUNIT: QUANTITY : 3 VALUE 3 y QUANTITY a : VALUE 
? )----------------------- 0% ($2 Ss--s5$=—=-45====-== 2 &% ¢--+---------------- 2% ~----------------- Pe 4 
:10/85-09/86: 10/86-09/87:DIF :10/85-09/86: 10/86-09/87:DIF 1986 1987 :OIF 1986 : 1987 :OIF 
GRAINS AND FEEDS 
WHEAT & PROOUCTS....: MT : $25,225 710,614 +35 405,061 487,818 +20 32,039 57,424 +79 37,072 47,563 +28 
BARLEY & MALT.......: MT : 188,595 195,748 +4 27,797 21,313 -23 §,185 28,208 +444 1,035 2,480 +140 
OTH COARSE GRAINS 1/: MT : 779,006 617,422 -21 76,746 57,084 -26 26,246 39,355 +50 4,206 3,794 -10 
PULSES... ........... >: MT: 36,790 44,273. +20 19,638 22,652 +15 2,676 3,538 +32 1,572 1,743 +11 
OTHER. ...-.-05-00% 2 XXX: 342,109 363,430 +6 28,809 51,536 +79 
TOTAL... .......5.. : XXX 871,350 952,297 +9 72,694 107,116 +47 
OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS 
OTESEEDS 2 o:oe\e le « <ieiverntt Gas 153,644 116,058 -24 $3,221 42,254 -21 8,070 18,664 +131 2,726 4,263 +56 
COCONUT OIL......- Fon lll & 551,842 492,891 -1} 211,941 153,894 -27 39,144 59,645 +52 10,351 23,616 +128 
PALMSOLER oe crs siecle tne 277,464 214,984 -23 106,356 $6,280 -47 20,610 6,541 -68 $,565 2,067 -63 
OTHER VEG. OILS.....: MT : 306,147 395,578 +29 199,047 238,078 +20 18,313 31,620 +73 11,012 19,547 +78 
OTHERS ..0..). 02. cas os Mit S77 593 305,514 +72 54,002 77,022 +43 16,184 27,415 +69 4,656 6,430 +38 
TOTACs cu pce eee MT 1466,691 1525,024 +4 624,566 $67,526 -9 102,322 143,885 +41 34,310 55,923 +63 
CL oocokeasoon ordi ol MT 55,668 86,162 +55 104,339 146,815 +41 §,206 4,559 ~-l2 9,899 11,003 +1) 
COTTON ,LINTERS ,SILK...: MT : 41,692 37,809 =9 19,892 14,466 -27 1,135 2,341 +106 900 870 8-3 
TOBACCO UNHFG. 
CIGARETTE LEAF......: MT: 166,276 N75 977) ete $46,434 574,460 +5 14,039 10,971 -22 46,836 3314S eo 
CIGAR LEAF......s00-3 MT = 3,739 OS aeet Se 19,834 21,344 +8 267 381 +43 1.870 1.733 -7 
SCRAPE” STEMS ie eran Mh ae 38,224 42,956 +12 S39 221 38,198 -3 3,711 2556S a—ail 3,296 ZV a39) 29 
TOTALSncay ee oy once MT 208,238 223, 886 +8 605,489 634,001 +§ 18,017 13,917 -23 $2,002 37,217 -28 
POULTRY PRODUCTS 
FEATHERS & DOWN.....: MT : 9,284 THOUS e+ 29 64,611 72,722 +13 1,227 846 -3) 7,299 4,856 -33 
POULTRY MEAT........: MT : 3,273 Soot alt 11,965 14,220 +19 375 24) -36 989 973 =2 
EGGS & PRODUCTS.....: XXX: 15,619 15,234  -2 1,202 1,563 +30 
OUHERG cecer-- te vetete terete XXX 8,938 10,107 +13 1,265 605 -S2 


